Reading Spark 5                                                                           Parrot Talk
Reading 1
Online Fandom


Boy: 	I can’t believe the writers killed off my favorite character.

Girl: 	They killed off your favorite character? What are you talking about?

Boy: 	I’m talking about the TV drama, My Spy Lover. The writers killed off my favorite character, Albert. 

Girl: 	Really? I haven’t watched My Spy Lover in a few weeks. I didn’t realize that they killed off Albert in the show. That’s terrible! He’s my favorite character, too. 

Boy: 	Look at this website here. A lot of fans are writing comments to the TV writers. They seem just as angry as us that Albert was killed off.

Girl: 	Wow! Look at that. Hundreds of fans have written comments on this website since yesterday! This is a great way to interact with the TV writers or show creators, isn’t it?

Boy: 	It is a great way to interact with them. In fact, I’m going to leave some comments on the website right now. I’m going to tell them that they’d better bring Albert back or I’m going to stop watching the drama.

Girl: 	I’ll do the same right after you. If everyone complains about Albert, they’ll have to bring him back! 






Reading 2
The Bandwagon Effect


Man: 		Who are you going to vote for in the election? 

Woman: 	I think I’m going to vote for Matthew Turner. He seems to be the most popular candidate. 

Man: 	Jennifer! You shouldn’t vote for a candidate just because they’re popular. You shouldn’t just jump on the bandwagon with everyone else. 

Woman: 	What do you mean by ‘jump on the bandwagon’? 

Man: 	To ‘jump on the bandwagon’ means to do the same thing as everyone else. We Americans use this expression a lot when we talk about politics.

Woman: 	Why do Americans use it when talking about politics?  

Man: 	Well, a long time ago in America, political candidates used to ride around in the back of these big wagons. Usually, there was a band with them.

Woman: 	I guess the band would ride along with the candidates to draw the attention of the crowds, huh?

Man: 	Exactly. The band rode the wagons together with the candidates to draw attention. Anyway, some people would jump on the back of their favorite candidate’s wagon. The interesting thing is that more and more people would jump on the most popular bandwagon even if they didn’t know anything about the candidate. 

Woman: 	Ah, I see. More people would jump on the most popular bandwagon. I can see why ‘hopping on the bandwagon’ means doing the same things as everyone else, then. 





Reading 3
Red Crabs on Christmas Island


Man: 		Wow! Look at all these crabs. This is amazing!

Woman: 	Yes, the crabs are pretty amazing! This island is famous for them. They’re called ‘red crabs.’ Every year, when the rainy season begins, about 120 million crabs come out of their holes in the forest and walk to the ocean.

Man: 	Really? 120 million crabs walk to the ocean at the same time? Wow! They must walk everywhere! I mean, they must walk all over the roads and into people’s houses and all that. 

Woman: 	Absolutely! Every year some crabs even walk into my house. It can be kind of annoying. It makes driving difficult, too. 

Man: 		Yeah, I can see that. Why do the crabs walk to the ocean?

Woman: 	They go there to mate.

Man: 		To mate? You mean they go there to make baby crabs? 

Woman: 	Right. They walk for about eighteen days to make babies. But almost a million crabs never make it to the ocean because they get lost or die along the way.
	
Man: 	Almost a million get lost or die along the way, huh? But that means that most crabs make it. They must make a lot of baby crabs.

Woman: 	They sure do! Each female lays about 100,000 eggs in the ocean.

Man: 		Wow! That’s a lot of baby crabs!



 



Reading 4
Going Dutch


Woman:		Ah! What is all that noise! It’s like a Dutch concert!

Man: 	Joan! Do you have something against the Dutch? You call this terrible noise a ‘Dutch concert.’ Earlier you called me a ‘Dutch uncle’ when I gave you some advice you didn’t want to hear.

Woman: 	No, I don’t have anything against the Dutch. Most Dutch people I meet are really nice. It’s just that we have a lot of English expressions that include the word “Dutch” that have negative meanings.

Man: 	Really? Why are there so many negative expressions that include the word ‘Dutch’ in English? 
		
Woman: 	Well, it all goes back to the 17th century. At that time, the Dutch and English were rivals. They competed to control sea routes.  

Man: 	Competed to control sea routes? Do you mean they both wanted to control parts of the oceans where their boats traveled?

Woman: 	Exactly. They fought wars over these sea routes. During one of these wars, the Dutch blocked off the Thames River near London. 

Man: 	The Dutch blocked the Thames River? So you mean the English boats couldn’t travel to London?

Woman: 	Right. So the English got very mad. That was when English people started using negative expressions about the Dutch. But today relations between the Netherlands and England are friendly. 

Man: 	So, relations between the two countries are friendly but there are still some negative expressions. How odd!  



Reading 5
Flowers Losing Their Scents


Girl: 	What are you doing in this field, Dad?

Man: 	I’m studying the bees and the flowers. I want to see if the bees can find the flowers easily.

Girl: 	You want to see if the bees can find the flowers easily? Why do you care about that?

Man: 	Well, it’s important that bees find the flowers. Flowers provide bees with their food. Without the flowers, bees would starve to death.

Girl: 	Again, I don’t really see why that matters. Why should I care if the bees don’t get enough food and die? How do bees help me?

Man: 	Bees spread pollen around when they fly from flower to flower. If there were no bees, then pollen wouldn’t be spread around. That would mean that flowers and plants wouldn’t reproduce as easily. And so we wouldn’t have as much food to eat. 

Girl: 	Ah, I see. So you’re saying that bees spread pollen from flower to flower. And if there were no bees, then the plants and flowers wouldn’t reproduce. I can see how that might hurt people’s food resources. 

Man: 	You got it. The problem is that flowers attract bees through their scent. But there is a lot of air pollution nowadays that destroys the flowers’ scent. So the bees can’t find the flowers.

Girl: 	That’s too bad. I didn’t realize that pollution is destroying flowers’ scent so they cannot attract bees through their scent easily. Air pollution really causes a lot of problems in the world, doesn’t it?
	
Man: 	It does. Air pollution hurts everything in the world. We have to do everything possible to control it. 


Reading 6
The Origins of Golf Terms


Boy: 		Two strokes under par! Well done, Smith! That’s an eagle. Wow! Jimmy got a 			birdie – one stroke under par. 

Girl: 			Birdies and eagles… What are you guys talking about? You’re playing golf, not 		hunting for birds!

Boy: 	Birdies and eagles are golf terms. When you play well in golf, you get a birdie or an eagle. A ‘birdie’ means one stroke under par and an ‘eagle’ means two strokes under par.  

Girl:			I see. A ‘birdie’ is one stroke under par and an ‘eagle’ is two strokes under par. 

Boy: 	You’re right. And the best shot is an albatross. That means three strokes under par. It’s really hard to get an albatross, however.

Girl: 		Anyway, why are birds’ names given for good plays in golf? 

Boy: 	Because, when a ball is hit well, it flies through the air like a bird. You have to think about the origins of golf. The game started with a bunch of bored shepherds that hit stones into rabbit holes. 

Girl: 	A bunch of bored shepherds hit stones into rabbit holes? Why? Did they do it just to kill time or something?
 
Boy:	Exactly. They did it to kill time. And they named the number of strokes to hit stones into holes after birds. 

Girl: 	They named the number of strokes after birds? That makes sense. I’ve been to Scotland. There are a lot of birds in the Scottish countryside. 

Boy: 		Right. The shepherds named the plays in golf after things they saw a lot. Here. 		Do you want to play a round?

Girl: 		No, that’s okay. I think I’ll just watch….


Reading 7
The Deep Sea Anglerfish


Boy: 	What are you reading, Angie? National Scientific. Is that a magazine about science or something?

Girl: 	Right. It’s a magazine about science. I’m reading about the anglerfish. This is a picture of one right here. 

Boy: 	Cool! What a strange looking fish! What’s that thing hanging in front of its mouth? Is that its fin? 

Girl: 	Yeah. Its fin looks like a fishing rod, doesn’t it? I mean, the end of the fin looks like a worm. And the anglerfish hangs it there in front of its mouth to attract fish. 

Boy: 	The anglerfish uses its fin whose end looks like a worm to attract fish? You mean when the other fish come along to eat the thing that looks like a worm, they end up getting eaten? How smart! 

Girl: 	You got it. They’re attracted to the worm-like thing. Then the anglerfish eats the smaller fish. It’s just like a fisherman. Did you know that another word for a ‘fisherman’ is an ‘angler?’

Boy: 	No, I didn’t know that. I guess that’s where it gets its name from. 

Girl: 	Right. The anglerfish has a pretty good life, doesn’t it? I mean, it doesn’t swim around very much. And it eats what it catches. 

Boy: 	Yeah, that sounds like a pretty good life! I’d like to spend my day sitting around fishing and then eating the fish I catch! 

Girl: 	You’re so lazy!  




Reading 8
Yves Saint Laurent


Man: 		Your clothing looks great, honey! I really like this suit.

Woman: 	Thanks. This is my pantsuit. It’s an Yves Saint Laurent design.

Man: 		Yves Saint Laurent. Who’s that?

Woman: 	He’s the guy who first made the pantsuit. The pantsuit is famous because it helped women to be equal to men in the workplace.

Man: 	I can see how the pantsuit helped to create equality in the workplace. I mean, when men and women both wear suits, there’s definitely a sense of equality. 

Woman: 	Yeah. He also helped change the attitudes of white people toward other races. He was the first designer to hire black models in his fashion shows. 

Man: 	Was he the first designer to hire black models? That’s great.

Woman:	At that time, people started realizing that black women like me could be as beautiful and glamorous as white models.

Man: 	It’s hard to believe that people used to think that black women were not beautiful and glamorous back then.

Woman: 	One more thing, before Saint Laurent, designers only made expensive clothing, but he began to create ‘ready-to-wear’ clothes that everyone could afford.  

Man: 	Wow! He was also the first designer that made ‘ready-to-wear’ clothing? He created big economic changes. 

Woman: 	He did. He was a great man. He helped to create equality of the sexes, races, and economic classes.   



Reading 9
Air Conditioning


Girl: 	Charlie! I thought you wanted to lose weight. Why do you have the air conditioner on?

Boy: 	What does the air conditioner have to do with losing weight?

Girl: 	Air conditioners make you fatter! Didn’t you know that?

Boy: 	Air conditioners make me fatter? What are you talking about?

Girl: 	When you’re hot, your body burns calories to keep your body comfortable. So you 	might gain weight by turning on the air conditioner.  

Boy: 	Really? When I’m hot, my body burns calories to keep my body comfortable? So that means I don’t burn calories when I turn on the air conditioner, right? 

Girl: 	Exactly. And, on top of that, you feel the heat more than I do. That means you probably use the air conditioner more.

Boy: 	Why do I feel the heat more than you do?

Girl: 	Because your layers of fat act like blankets, warming you up. So, you feel the heat more, which in turn makes you turn the air conditioner on more than I do, and as a result, you burn fewer calories.

Boy: 	The fat on my body acts like blankets and warms me up? And then I turn on the air conditioner more? That’s sad. Well, I’m going to go on an air conditioner diet this summer!


 







Reading 10
Lactose Intolerance 


Girl: 	Oh, my gosh! I had a cheeseburger and a milkshake for lunch. And now my stomach hurts so much!

Boy: 	A cheeseburger and a milkshake? You might be lactose intolerant. 

Girl: 	Lactose intolerant? What’s that? 

Boy: 	That means your body can’t easily digest a special sugar called lactose. Lactose is found in almost all dairy products.

Girl: 	Really? Maybe I am lactose intolerant. Lately, whenever I’ve eaten dairy foods I’ve felt sick afterwards. I mean, I’ve had really bad gas and a stomachache. 

Boy: 	Yep. That sounds like lactose intolerance to me. My sister has the same problem. Whenever she eats dairy food she gets bad gas and a stomachache. She’s lactose intolerant.

Girl: 	What should I do? I eat a lot of dairy food.

Boy: 	Well, when my sister eats dairy-rich food like ice cream, she eats something with it that doesn’t have any dairy, like a salad or a sandwich without cheese. 

Girl: 	Okay, eat dairy-rich food along with non-dairy food. Got it. What else?

Boy: 	You should also eat lots of food that is dairy-free but high in calcium, like broccoli and soy products. But, most importantly, go to the doctor. Your doctor can check you out and see if you don’t have a more serious problem.  

Girl: 	Oh, great. Thanks for your advice, Tommy.  







Reading 11
Impressionism


Woman: 	Ladies and gentlemen, if you will look over here, I will now show you some impressionist paintings. These are paintings of the Rouen Cathedral by Claude Monet.

Girl: 	Wow! Look at all of these paintings! They’re all of the same cathedral. Yet they look really different. It looks like they were painted during different times of the day because the colors are all different. 

Woman: 	That’s right. That’s an important part of Impressionist paintings. Before the Impressionists, artists believed that everything had a unique color. For them, the sky was always blue and apples were always red.

Girl: 	But that’s not true! The sky is not always blue and apples are not always red. At different times of the day, the sky looks pink and apples look black. 
	
Woman: 	Exactly. Impressionists saw that the color of things changes according to the sunlight. So the Impressionists focused on how certain things looked at different times of the day. 

Girl: 	Ah! So that’s why Monet painted the same cathedral over and over. He was trying to describe the different impressions he had of the cathedral at different times of the day. 

Woman: 	You got it! Not a single picture looks the same because they describe the cathedral at different times of the day. Another interesting thing about the Impressionists is that they took an interest in ordinary people. They painted regular people doing regular things. 

Girl: 	I see what you mean. Look at this painting by Renoir. Here’s just a bunch of people hanging out in the park.

Woman: 	Right. Before the Impressionists, nobody ever painted ordinary people hanging out in the park. 


Reading 12
The Mayan Numeric System 


Boy: 	Thanks for taking me here, Juanita. These Mayan temples are really cool! Hey, what do these lines, dots and shells mean? 

Girl: 	They’re numbers. The dot is 1, the bar is 5, and the shell is 0. 

Boy: 	So the dot is 1, the bar is 5, and the shell is 0? How could they write numbers just using some dots, bars and shells? 

Girl: 	That’s right. Using these three symbols, the Mayans could write out numbers from one to 19.

Boy: 	They could write numbers from one to 19? So are you telling me that the Mayan numeric system was based on 20?

Girl: 	That’s right. It was based on 20, unlike our system which is based on 10. Look at this number. How much is it?

Boy: 	Well, you said the dots are 1 and the bars are 5, right? There are two bars and two 	dots, so it must be 12.

Girl: 	Exactly. It’s twelve. There are two dots and two bars, and that equals twelve. You see, it’s 	easy to learn the Mayan numeric system.



 


Reading 13
Keeping Sunflowers in the Dark 


Boy: 	Wow! Look at that! These sunflowers are bending toward the sun to catch the 	sunlight. That’s amazing.

Girl: 	That’s right. It’s called ‘solar tracking.’ It is morning right now, so it’s facing east. At 	sunset, it’ll turn toward the west. 

Boy: 	Really? It’ll turn toward the west at sunset? Hey, I have an idea! Let’s do an experiment. 	Let’s put the sunflower in a dark closet. Let’s see if it will still turn toward the west at 	sunset.  

Girl: 	I’ve already done that. I was curious, so I put the sunflower in the closet. And yes, it 	turned westward even though there wasn’t a single ray of sunlight in the closet.

Boy: 	That is to say, it turns eastward at sunrise and westward at sunset even without 	sunlight, right? How interesting! Hey, let’s google this. Ah! According to this scientist, this 	is an example of a circadian rhythm. 

Girl: 	Right. Circadian rhythm. “A circadian rhythm is a kind of daily behavior that a plant or 	animal does naturally. It is not controlled by anything in the 	environment.”

Boy: 	Hmm…A circadian rhythm? It’s a daily behavior that a plant or animal does naturally? 	Then, does it mean sunflowers will bend even without sunlight?

Girl: 	Yes. This scientist says sunflowers have evolved solar tracking systems over millions of 	years so that they can catch light better and survive.

Boy: 	Uh-huh. They’ve evolved solar tracking systems over millions of years. Sunflowers 	are fascinating, aren’t they? 


Reading 14
The Soccer War


Boy: 	Hey, Sandra. Why do Pedro and Juan hate each other so much? They’re both from 	Central America, and they both speak the same language. What’s the problem?

Girl: 	Well, Pedro is from El Salvador and Juan is from Honduras. A lot of Hondurans and 	Salvadorans don’t like each other.

Boy: 	Really? They don’t like each other? Why is that?

Girl: 	Well, there’s a big rivalry between the two countries. It all started with the soccer 	wars. 

Boy: 	Are you telling me there were wars fought because of soccer?

Girl: 	Yes. Back in 1970, there was an important soccer game between El Salvador and 	Honduras. Honduran fans kept the Salvadoran team awake the night before the 	game by making a bunch of noise. The next day, the Salvadorans lost the game.

Boy: 	They lost the game because the Hondurans kept them awake by making noise? 	That’s so dirty!

Girl: 	Yes, but that’s not the end of the story. When the Salvadorans and Hondurans 	played again, the Salvadorans had revenge. The Salvadorans insulted the Honduran flag 	and their national anthem. The Hondurans couldn’t concentrate, so they lost the game.

Boy: 	I can’t believe the Salvadorans insulted the Honduran flag and their national song, all 	because of a soccer game!

Girl: 	Right. Anyway, the relationship between the two countries got worse and worse. 	Soon a real war happened. It was called the ‘Soccer War.’

Boy: 	That’s amazing, isn’t it? A game led to a real war. And even to this day, Salvadorans 	and Hondurans are not nice to each other. How silly!



Reading 15
Gift-Giving Culture


Girl: 	Can I ask you a question, Kenji? Yuina invited me to have dinner at her house this 	weekend. I haven’t been in Japan very long, so I don’t really understand the culture 	well yet. When I go to her house, should I bring a gift? 

Boy: 	Sure. It’s a great idea to bring a gift. In Japan, gift-giving is very important. And when 	you give the gift, make sure you give it to her with both hands.

Girl: 	I should give it to her with both hands? Okay, that’s useful to know. Is there anything 	else I should know?

Boy: 	Well, you should wrap the gift in some kind of nice wrapping. And when you give it, 	don’t forget to say something like, “It isn’t much, but I wanted to show my 	appreciation.” 

Girl: 	I should wrap the present nicely and I should say something like, “It isn’t much, but I 	wanted to show my appreciation.” Okay, got it. What else?

Boy: 	Well, Yuina might refuse your gift once or twice at first. Don’t worry about that. That’s 	just tradition here in Japan. Just insist that she take it. Then, Yuina will accept the 	gift and put it away to be opened later.

Girl: 	So she’ll refuse it a few times. And then she’ll accept the gift and put it away 	somewhere without opening it. Thanks. I think I’ve got it now. Wow! Gift-giving sure is a 	lot more complicated here than in the United States.

Boy: 	It is a bit complicated. But it’s important to follow proper etiquette.

Girl: 	Absolutely. I wouldn’t want to offend anyone.



Reading 16
A Miraculous Frog


Son: 	What are you looking at in that microscope, Mom?

Mom: 	I’m looking at North American wood frog cells.

Son: 	You’re looking at wood frog cells? Why are you doing that?

Mom: 	Well, that’s my job. We scientists are very interested in these little frogs. Did you 	know that they freeze during the winter? And then, when the spring comes, the frogs 	come back to life.

Son: 	Really? The frogs come back to life after being frozen all winter? That’s amazing! 	How do they survive?

Mom: 	Well, wood frogs store a lot of carbohydrates inside their cells. When it gets cold, the 	carbohydrates turn into glucose. 

Son: 	Carbohydrates inside the frogs’ cells turn into glucose when it gets cold? Ah, I’ve 	heard about this in science class. Glucose doesn’t freeze as easily as water does, 	right?

Mom: 	Exactly. So the glucose stops the frogs’ body cells from freezing. Only the water 	between the frogs’ cells freezes.

Son: 	Only the water between the cells freezes? That is interesting. 

Mom: 	Yeah, it’s really interesting to us, medical scientists. We want to see if we can preserve 	human organs for transplant through freezing. 

Son: 	Ah, I see. So you want to see if you can preserve human organ cells for transplant 	the same way a wood frog preserves its own cells. That’s great! 

Reading 17
The Great Gatsby


Girl: 	What are you reading, Jack?

Boy: 	The Great Gatsby. It’s a novel about this rich guy named Jay Gatsby. He’s a man 	who has everything he wants in life, except love. 

Girl: 	A man who has everything but love? That sounds sad. 

Boy: 	Yes. This guy, Gatsby, hosts a big party every week. He hopes his lost love, Daisy, 	will come to one of these parties. However, a bunch of rich people visit him and 	spend their time gossiping instead. 

Girl: 	So you’re saying that Gatsby has these big parties hoping that only his lost love will 	come? And instead of her, a bunch of rich people visit him and spend their time 	there? That’s really sad.

Boy: 	Eventually, Gatsby meets up with Daisy. Then, one day, Daisy hits a woman with her 	car. Gatsby decides to protect Daisy.

Girl: 	Gatsby decides to protect Daisy even though he did not hit the woman? That’s not 	fair! Anyway, how does he protect her? Does he take the blame for the accident or 	something?

Boy: 	That’s exactly right. He takes the blame for the accident. Sadly, the dead woman’s 	husband ends up murdering Gatsby. And neither Daisy nor the people that went to 	the parties go to Gatsby’s funeral.

Girl: 	Oh, my god! I can’t believe the dead woman’s husband kills Gatsby and nobody 	attends his funeral. That’s probably the saddest story I’ve ever heard. I guess you 	could say that Daisy doesn’t love him if she doesn’t even go to the funeral. 


Reading 18
Warren Buffett


Woman: Welcome back. This is KWBC Radio in New York City. Thanks for listening, ladies 	and gentlemen. Today, I have a very special guest. I would like to introduce you to 	one of the world’s richest and most generous men, Warren Buffet. Mr. Buffett, 	welcome.

Man: 	Thank you, Ms. Walters. It’s a pleasure to meet you.

Woman: Mr. Buffett, everyone is curious about how you made all that money. What’s your 	secret? 

Man: 	It’s very simple. I’ve always worked very hard. Hard work is the only way to earn a 	lot of money. Even since I was a child, I’ve worked hard. I sold soft drinks door to 	door and also worked in my family’s grocery store. 

Woman: Hard work is the only way to earn a lot of money. You worked in your family’s 	grocery store, so I guess you’re saying that you came from humble beginnings.

Man: 	You could say that. But I was smart. I bought my first stock when I was eleven. I was 	always looking for new opportunities.

Woman: It is amazing that you bought stocks when you were just eleven. And did you attend 	university?

Man: 	Sure. I attended three famous universities: Pennsylvania, Nebraska and Columbia. I 	learned a lot about investing at those universities. I learned that it’s better to keep 	basic stocks for a long time than buy a bunch of stocks and continually change them. 

Woman: Hmmm… It’s better to keep basic stocks for a long time than continually change 	them? I didn’t realize that is your strategy. Maybe I should take your advice and 	keep my stocks rather than sell them. 

Reading 19
Admiral Yi Sun Shin


Girl: 	Hi, John. What are you doing?

Boy: 	I’m writing an essay about Yi Sun Shin for history class. 

Girl: 	Yi Sun Shin? Isn’t that the Korean admiral?

Boy: 	That’s right, he’s the Korean admiral. Did you know that in 1597 he won a sea battle 	with only thirteen ships? And his enemy, the Japanese, had 133 ships?

Girl: 	What? He won a battle with thirteen ships against an enemy that had 133 ships? 	That’s amazing! How did he do it?

Boy: 	He used a narrow strait around a Korean island to win the battle. It was only 300 	meters between an island and the mainland. Admiral Yi placed a steel wire in the 	strait to block the enemy ships.

Girl: 	Oh, 300 meters between an island and the mainland? So, he could place a steel 	wire in the strait and used it to block the enemy ships. That was a pretty good idea.

Boy: 	It sure was! And, when the Japanese ships came in, the Koreans raised the hidden 	wire above the water. Blocked by the wire, the Japanese ships couldn’t go anywhere. 	That’s when the Korean ships started shooting from hiding places.

Girl: 	The Korean ships started firing from hiding places? Were the Korean ships well 	hidden?

Boy: 	Sure. They were hiding in the shadows of the nearby hills. With only 13 ships, the 	Koreans destroyed more than thirty of the Japanese ships. 
 
Girl: 	That’s amazing! It was like David and Goliath, wasn’t it? 

Reading 20
The Facebook Phenomenon


Boy: 	I saw The Social Network last night. It was great! Have you seen it?

Girl: 	Sure. The Social Network. That’s the movie about Facebook, isn’t it? 

Boy: 	That’s right. It’s about how Mark Zuckerberg started Facebook at Harvard University. 	When it first started, it was just for university students. 

Girl: 	It’s amazing how Facebook first started as a website just for university students. And 	now anybody can find old friends or make new ones on Facebook.  

Boy: 	Yes, I really like how I can make connections with people all over the world. And I 	can keep in touch with old friends, too. 

Girl: 	I know! I can reconnect with friends from elementary and middle school easily. 

Boy: 	Yep! Have a look at my smartphone. This is my Facebook page. And this is my 	friend Harry from middle school. I just reconnected with him yesterday. Look, I can 	write on his wall. I can send him private messages. It’s so easy!

Girl: 	Sure. You can write on his wall to send private messages. You can even poke him if 	you want to get his attention. 

Boy: 	Poke him?

Girl: 	Yes, poke him. It’s like saying, ‘I’m thinking of you.’ You can poke the person you want to 	get attention from. 

Boy: 	Wow! Look at that! Facebook is great! 



Reading 21
Pets and Owners


Girl: 	Randy, has anyone ever told you that you look exactly like your dog? You’re both big 	and have long hair. Even your noses look the same! You have a cute little button 	nose and so does Rex.

Boy: 	Actually, it’s really common that dogs look like their owners. I just read about it 	yesterday. Apparently, psychologists are trying to explain why dogs so often look like 	their owners.

Girl: 	Oh, yeah? Psychologists are trying to explain the resemblance between dogs and 	owners? What are some of the theories?

Boy: 	Well, there are two popular theories. One is the convergence theory and the other 	one is the selection theory. 

Girl: 	The convergence theory and the selection theory, alright. Tell me about the 	convergence theory first.

Boy: 	The convergence theory says that owners and dogs influence each other so much 	that they even start looking similar.

Girl: 	So you’re saying that, over time, dogs and owners influence each other a lot. They 	even influence their looks. So they start looking like each other. Is that right?

Boy: 	Exactly. And the selection theory says that people buy dogs that look like them. 

Girl: 	Well, that makes a lot more sense to me. People are more likely to choose pets that 	look like them. 

Boy: 	Yeah, I guess so. I like dogs that are big like me. I guess that’s why I chose Rex 	when I bought him from the pet store.

Reading 22
The New Internet Slang: Netspeak


Woman: 	Jessica, what are you typing here? What does “L-T-N-S” mean? What about “M-		M-A-S”?  

Girl: 		“L-T-N-S” means “long time, no see.” “M-M-A-S” means “meet me after school.” 		This is Netspeak.

Woman: 	Netspeak? What do you mean? 

Girl: 		It’s the way we teenagers write when we’re chatting online or sending instant 			messages.

Woman: 	Are you saying they are expressions teenagers use when chatting online or 			sending instant messages? Jessica, this is terrible! You’re ignoring proper spelling, 		punctuation and grammar. This will destroy your ability to communicate!

Girl: 		That’s not true, Mrs. Stewart! I may not be using proper spelling or grammar, 			but I communicate a lot with my friends using my smartphone. I can confidently 		say I write and communicate now more than ever. 

Woman: 	I’m just worried that you may not learn how to spell or write correctly.

Girl: 		Ah, don’t worry about that, Mrs. Stewart. I know that Netspeak is totally different 		from the language I should use when I’m writing papers.

Woman: 	So when you are writing papers, you use the proper language? I hope so. 			Anyway, I want you to pay careful attention in English class to learn how to write 		properly. 

Girl: 		Yes, ma’am.


Reading 23
Global Seed Vault


Dad: 	Here you are, Raymond. Put these seeds in that plastic bag there. Good. Now, let’s 	go find some more seeds.

Son: 	Dad, why are we looking for these seeds? What are we going to do with them?

Dad: 	Well, we’re going to send them to the Global Seed Vault, son. That’s a big vault 	inside a cave in the northern part of Norway.  

Son: 	So these seeds will go into a big vault in northern Norway? What is the point of that?

Dad: 	A big disaster could completely destroy the natural habitats where plants grow. Then, 	we might have nothing to eat. Therefore, we need to keep those seeds in a special 	vault in case we need to restore life on Earth. 

Son: 	Do you mean a big disaster like a big flood or a nuclear war might destroy the 	natural habitats of plants? Then, there would be nothing to eat!

Dad: 	Exactly. By saving these seeds, we might be able to grow plants again. Saving 	seeds is a 	way to save people.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Son: 	In a way, you’re saving people, too. I mean you’re saving people by collecting these 	seeds. You’re my hero, Dad!

Dad: 	Thanks, son!






Reading 24
Tricked out of Love


Boy: 	What do you have in this big glass box, Sohee?

Girl: 	These are orchids. They’re for my science project. These orchids are special. They 	trick male wasps by disguising themselves as female wasps.

Boy: 	Wait, did I hear you correctly? Did you say these flowers trick male wasps by acting 	like female wasps? How do they do that?

Girl: 	It’s very simple. It looks like a female wasp. Look at this part of the flower. It looks 	like the body of a wasp. 

Boy: 	Yes, yes, I can see that. It does look like a wasp. 

Girl: 	The flower also makes a scent that matches the scent of the female wasp. 

Boy: 	Interesting! So it’s shaped like a female and it smells like one, too. I have just one 	question. Why would an orchid look and smell like a female wasp?

Girl: 	Well, it’s a way for the flower to spread its seeds. You see, the male comes over 	because it thinks the flower is a beautiful female wasp. When it lands in the flower or 	brushes by, it gets pollen on it. Pollen is like the flower’s seeds.

Boy: 	Ah, I see. So the wasp gets pollen on it when it brushes by or lands in an orchid. 	Then, when it flies to another flower, it brings the pollen with it, right?

Girl: 	Exactly. That’s how the orchid makes sure its seeds are spread around. 
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